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The vision of ATSIMA is:  
All Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander learners will be successful in mathematics 

ATSIMA’s strategic aims are to meet the above vision which has the following key elements: 

• First, the vision is based on “All Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander learners” which implies 
that our client is all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander learners across Australia and there 
is no limitation on age and/or educational level. This is a huge client base which affirms our 
national status; 

• Second, “being successful in mathematics” has multiple meanings that depend on the 
context. However, under this vision we are aiming to ensure that mathematics does not 
become a barrier to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander learners when pursuing their 
aspirations in any field. 

Given the huge scope of the vision, this version of the Strategic Plan (2015 – 2020) will focus on 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait learners in the Australian school system (State, Catholic and 
Independent) as the primary client. Hence, the basis of the 2015 – 2020 Strategic Plan will be based 
on the question: 

How can we improve the learning outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students 
in the Schooling system? 

To address this question, we will focus on the following four main strategies: 

1. Innovative Pedagogy 
2. Government Policy 
3. Teacher Training 
4. Communication and Networks. 

Innovative Pedagogy 
ATSIMA will be committed to developing innovative pedagogy for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander learners that is centred on a cultural approach to the teaching and learning of 
mathematics. This type of approach will value Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander knowledges, 
cultures and languages and support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander learners’ identity in the 
teaching and learning of mathematics. 

This approach started in Yirrkala from the vision of Dr M Yunupingu, first Yolngu principal at Yirrkala 
Community School. One of ATSIMA’s projects is working with Yirrkala Community School to realise 
the vision of Dr M. Yunupingu. 

In addition, we will have an evidenced based approach which will require a research agenda for 
each of the teaching and learning projects.  

Government Policy 



 

 

ATSIMA aims to use the evidence gathered from all projects, conferences and other meetings to 
inform policy at the State and National level. We will also attempt to bring the voice of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Communities to the policy table.  

Teacher Training 

Under this strategy there are two essential needs: 1) the training of non-Indigenous teachers in 
culturally responsive pedagogies and 2) the training of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander teachers. 

We acknowledge that many of our students are taught by non-Indigenous teachers who have not 
received a well-rounded education in teaching within the Australian context and have little to no 
knowledge about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and how to teach Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander students. 

We also acknowledge that we need more Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander mathematics teachers 
in the education system. 

Therefore, there are two main strategies: 1) to train Academics from education faculties in 
Australian higher education system who teach pre-service teachers and 2) the direct training of 
teachers in the education system. 

Communication and Networks 

ATSIMA needs to develop a comprehensive communication strategy to communicate developments 
to ATSIMA membership and to expand the ATSIMA Network given our limited resources. 

Our members have requested on many occasions for resources on culturally responsive pedagogies 
in mathematics. We need to further develop our resources pages on the ATSIMA website for 
teachers to use/trial in the classroom. It is envisaged that the using and trialling of resources will 
contribute to our research agenda and will also have an effect of immobilising our membership. 

In addition, we will explore the idea of ATSIMA schools where schools can apply to become an 
ATSIMA school if they meet certain criteria. They will then enter into a training program and a 
commitment to further develop culturally responsive mathematics pedagogy in the school. The 
schools will collect data in partnership with ATSIMA on educational outcomes, share their 
experiences at our conference and on our website. 


